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ABSTRACT   

An honor  killing, or honour killing also honour murder is the homicide 

of a member of a family or social group by other members, due to the belief of 

the perpetrators that the victim has brought dishonour upon the family or 

community. Honour killing are directed mostly against women and girls, but 

have been extended to men. The perceived dishonour is normally the result of 

one of the following behaviours, or the suspicion of such behaviours; dressing in 

a manner unacceptable to the family or community, wanting to terminate or 

prevent an arranged marriage or desiring to marry by own choice, especially if to 

a member of a social group deemed inappropriate, engaging in heterosexual acts 

outside marriage and engaging in homosexual acts. 

Honour killings are acts of vengeance,usually death, committed by 

male family members against female family members, who are held to have 

brought dishonour upon the family. Awoman can be targeted by her family for a 

variety of reasons, including: refusing to enter in to an arranged marriage, being 

the victim of a sexual assault, seeking a diverse- even from an abusive husband 

or committing adultery. Some women who bridge social divides, publicly 

engage other communities, or adopt some of the customs or the religion of an 

outside group may be attacked. The mere perception that a woman has behaved 

in a way that dishonours her family is sufficient to trigger an attack on her life. 

Men can also be the victims of honour killings by members of the family of a 

woman with whom they are perceived to have an inappropriate relationship. 
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Honour killing is a complicated issue that cuts deep in to the history of Arab 

society…. What the men of the family, clan or tribe seek control of in a 

patrilineal society is reproductive power. Women for the tribe were considered a 

factory for making men. The honour killing is not a means to control sexual 

power or behaviour, what is behind it is the issue of fertility, or reproductive 

power. The regime of honour is unforgiving, woman on whom suspicion has 

fallen are not given an opportunity to defend themselves, and family members 

have no socially acceptable alternative but to remove the stain on their honour 

by attacking the woman. 

KEY WORDS: Honor  killing, Homicide, Psyhological disorders, Female 

Injustice. 

CONSTITUTIONAL  PROVISIONS 

The Constitution of India enshrines the main tenets of Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights 1948 in part III of it.Article 21 of the Indian 

Constitution guarantees the Right to Life and Liberty to all persons irrespective 

they are citizens or not. Through a sequel of landmark judgements Justice 

Krishna Iyer and other activist judges has drew that existing provisions in 

constitution are sufficient to protect human rights and concluded that the right to 

life means the right to live with dignity and it also includes the right to 

livelihood, right to education and right to health and so on. Though ambit of the 

interpretation doesn’t specifically include the right to marry the girl or boy of 

once own choice but it is implied that it is included in the right to live with 

dignity unless the relation falls within prohibited degree. 

As far as statutory provisions are concerned they are sufficient to 

protect the life and liberty of all persons in India but in practice they are rarely 

invoked. All progressive minded persons who think that Indian Judicial system 

was in good stead and doing fine to tackle socio economic inequalities have to 

think twice before they maintain this stand. 
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ROLE OF JUDICIARY 

Judiciary had a formidable role in reforming society through a series of 

land mark judgements. Apex Court on a public interest litigation directed 

Tamilnadu government to restrain itself from withdrawing all the criminal cases 

against notorious sandal wood smuggler Veerappan and grant him general 

amnesty. Even it protected the rights of non-citizens. In Chairman Railway 

Board v Chandrima Das reported at (2000) 2 SCC 465 the Apex Court awarded 

exemplary damages to Bangladeshi woman whose right to life and liberty was 

infringed by the employees of the Railways. Our courts have been able to take 

the judicious decisions particularly when the powerful people were involved in 

heinous crimes like kidnapping and murders. To name a few are 

PriyadarshiniMatto and Jessica Lall murder case. 

Opportunity again came when the movement of social reforms received 

impetus when Delhi High Court delivered a highly progressive judgment. It 

ushered the Indian society in new era of reforms by way of protecting the rights 

of gays and homosexuals who were always looked upon alien.They could not 

declar their sexual orientation openly as it was treated disrespectful and 

immoral. The police was in on their trail as the same was crime as per section 

377 of Indian penal code. Consequently they were playing hide and seek with 

the police and were forced to lead a second grade life in their own country In an 

public interest litigation (PIL) popularly known as Naz Foundation case the said 

Non- Governmental Organisation (NGO) took the cause of gay and homosexuals 

and filed PIL under writ petition (C) 7455/2001 in the High Court of judicature 

Delhi. Litigation was to challenge the constitutional validity of section 377 of 

the Indian Penal Code, 1860 (IPC), which criminally penalizes what is described 
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as “unnatural offences”, to the extent the said provision criminalises consensual 

acts between adults in private infringes the fundamental rights guaranteed under 

Articles 14, 15, 19 &21 of the Constitution of India.A.P.Saha CJ heading a 

bench with his fellow judge S.MuralidharJ. delivered the historic judgement on 

2nd July 2009.Gays and homosexuals need no more to cover their faces with 

masks. Consensual sex between two adult males in the privacy of their home is 

no more a crime. 

Vedpal a young boy of village Mataur in Kaithal District of Harayana, 

like all other boys of his age wished to spend the rest of his life with the girl of 

his choice whom he become friendly during his practice as a village doctor. He 

married Sonia of Singhval village of Zind District few months before the 

incedent happened.. He went to the village of Sonia to bring her back as per the 

High Court directive as she was wrongfully confined by her father. He was 

accompanied with a court officer of Harayana High Court and 15 odd policemen 

to escort him to the village. But in freak incident as soon as Vedpal entered the 

village a group of village men chased him and killed in the spot. High court’s 

police escort could not save his life. A day before the decision was taken by the 

KhapPanchayat in its sitting that since Vedpal has married the girl of same Gotra 

which as per village tradition is a taboo. So the honour of the village shall be 

protected at any cost even if there is a need to kill the young man.The young 

man was lynched and the leg of the court officer was broken while four other 

policemen suffered minor injuries. 

The incident cannot be brushed aside as a simple barbaric act of honour 

killing but as an onslaught on the civilized society in which we talk about human 

rights. If a person can’t take his legally married wife along with him because a 

bunch of persons with feudalistic mind set does not want him to marry the girl as 

they feel this is against the Khap traditions,it means our judicial system is not 

able to deliver what constitution envisages. It poses a challenge to supremacy of 
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constitutional institutions. The Khap justice is like running a parallel judicial 

system in the country. 

 

ROLE OF POLITICIANS OR POLITICAL PARTIES 

While the judiciary is slowly but surely showing zero tolerance towards 

perpetrators of killings in the name of honour, in the same way the politicians 

are still soft on them. The response to the issue of honour killing highlights the 

unsavoury truth, that for the political class, the vote bank is God. They will do 

nothing that will erode their vote bank, even if it is at the cost of the life of 

innocent. The March 30, 2012 arrest of BibiJagirKaur, Punjab’s lone woman 

minister in the newly electedShiromaniAkali Dal-BJP government is the latest 

example of political protection or veiled tolerance for those who order the 

murder of young boys and girls under the grab of tradition and culture. 

The powerful Punjab politician JagirKaur was sentenced to five years 

imprisonment by a CBI COURT IN Patiala for her role in the mysterious death 

of her daughter HarpreetKaur in 2000. JagirKaur was sent to judicial custody for 

14 days. Kaur has been held guilty under Indian Penal Code (IPC)-Section120-

B(conspiracy),313 (causing miscarriage without woman’s consent),344 

(wrongful confinement for 10 days or more) and 365 (kidnapping or abduction 

with intent to secretly and wrongfully to confine person) 

Even as a prisoner, Kaur who is close to Chief Minister Praksh Singh 

Badal and the only woman who twice head the ShiromaniGurudwaraPrabandhak 

Committee (SGPC) that runs all Gurudwaras in the state hasbrazenly used with 

success her political clout and influence. Her request to be transferred 

immediately to the Kapurthala Central jail was met with at once. Here she is 

reportedly permitted to hold a durbar, has been provided a TV and other gizmos 

and was given a red carpet welcome by officials (not in uniforms) even touched 
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her feet when she arrived at the jail as a prisoner.BYindulging the woman held 

guilty of conspiring to kill her daughter after forcing her to abort a six month old 

baby in the womb, the ruling political leaders have exhibited their tolerance for 

such criminals.  

What led a mother to conspire to kill her 19 year old pregnant 

daughter? The former minister and SGPC chiefJagirKaur was angry because her 

daughter Harpreet had secretly married Kamaljeet of Begowal village who is 

from a ‘lower caste’. Harpreet was taken to the hospital from her mother’s home 

by her domestic help and a doctor who later turned approver in this case 

declared her dead on arrival, and no post-mortem was conducted. Kamaljeet the 

husband of Harpreet accused JagirKaur of forcibly making his wife undergo an 

abortion and then getting her killed at phagwara. Investigations started months 

after the death. On April 27,2000, Kamaljeet Singh petitioned the Punjab High 

Court to commission an inquiry in to Harpreet’s death. The CBI registered an 

FIR in the case following Punjab and Haryana High Court’s order. He produced 

photos and a video of their wedding. The fact that many witnesses turned hostile 

including Kamaljeet who at one stage went back on his allegations only to return 

to fight, shows the political influence JagirKaur wields. The CBI charge sheet 

says JagirKaur ‘conspired to eliminate’ HarpreetKaur after she could not 

persuade her to give up the idea of marrying Kamaljeet. 

KHAPPANCHAYATS 

The biggest perpetrators of despicable ‘honour killings are the 

‘khappanchayats’ or caste councils of the jats that have become a law unto 

themselves in Haryana,, Rajasthan and Western Uttar Pradesh. A khapPanchayat 

is made up of a particular caste has many Gotras or clans which have nothing to 

do with the Brahamnicalgotras. A Brahamnicalgotra shows a person the name of 

the ancient rishi whose descendant he is supposed to be. Jatgotras are named 

after a person or a place.There are said to be 2700 jatgotras. KhapPanchayats 
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hold marriage between boys and girls from the same gotra and 

villageasincestuous as they are considered brother and sister. To maintain this 

tradition and culture, Khaps order the killing of those who trash this and marry 

according to the dictates of their heart. 

History tells that in the 14th century the upper caste jats built Khaps to 

give speedy justice to its caste members. Basically it is a social entity and not a 

legal one and different from the elected gram panchayats. How have these 

Khappanchayats with their unwritten laws gained extra constitutional powers 

and consider themselves above judicial courts of the country? How come their 

decision to murder in the name of tradition and honour goes unchecked? How 

have they become powerful enough to issue fatwas, declar marriages void 

without the sanction of law? Simply because politicians and political parties 

choose not to take them on because they have their interest for votes en bloc. 

Since the decisions of Khaps bind the villagers all that politicians have to do is 

keep the Khap leaders on their right side. Politicians are scared to speak out 

against their heinous actions for fear of losing votes. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The first to take action against a Khappanchayat head for ordering an 

honour killing and letting it be executed by relatives of a newlywed couple was 

the Karnal  District Court. In March 2010, it is the first case by Indian court, the 

Karnal District Court gave death penalty to five men and a life sentence to the 

Khap head for the killing of Manoj and Babli. Both were from the same village 

Karora and from the Banwalagotra.Their marriage was seen as sacrilege by 

Babli’s brother and uncles and of course by the Khap.Even police protection 

could not save the couple as the policemen abandoned them. Babli was forced to 

consume pesticide by her uncle and Manoj strangulated by them. No Karnal 

lawyer wanted to take the case filed by Mnoj’s mother. This again shows the 

social acceptance of  Khaps and their  Fatwas. 
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The present government at the Centre has proposed that section 300 of 

the IPC be amended to include honour killings within the definition of murder. 

Turning this down the law commission has drafted the prohibition of Unlawful 

Assembly (Interference with the freedom of Matrimonial Alliances) Bill 2011 

that seeks to declare KhapPanchayats unlawful if it condemns marriages not 

prohibited by law but on the ground of bringing dishonour to the caste or 

community. 

The steps which are immediately are required to be taken are that who 

so ever is involved in the crime and how so great he should immediately be 

brought to book. This is no heroism the boy seeking justice is killed in police 

presence. The heroism when we need in case of the terrorist attack or looting of 

passengers in a moving bus or in a running train or open molestation of our 

women in public places. The people who are trying to justify the incidents in the 

name of the caste and vote politics should also be taken to task as abettors of 

crime. The question does not arise accepting such incidence in a civilized 

society. 

We can prevent the honour killings by changing the mentality of the 

people. Particularly the parents should accept their children’s wishes regarding 

marriage as it is they who have to lead a life with their life partners and if they 

are not satisfied with theirmarriage then they will lead a horrible married life 

which might even end in suicide. We also need stricter laws to tackle these kinds 

of killings as this is a crime which at all cannot be pardoned because the 

relatives do not have the right to take the law in to their hands violating the basic 

Human Rights giving death sentence to innocent fellow humans. 


